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3 chansons 
by Guillaume Dufay, Guillaume de Machaut and Gilles Binchois 

(2021) for 10 instruments 

to Ensemble Studio 6 

duration: approximately 10 minutes  

Instrumentation:  flute 
oboe 
clarinet in Bb / clarinet in Eb 
bassoon 
horn 
harp 
2 violins 
viola 
cello 

The score is at transposed pitch. 

Notations for all: a note preceded by a short slur = attack as imperceptibly as possible

Notations for flute, oboe and clarinet: all of the trills in the second piece (Machaut) are intended to be either “timbre trills” on a single pitch, or microtonal trills. The notation in 
brackets next to the “tr” symbol indicates the fingers to be trilled – for example “Eb” = trill with Eb key; “R123” = trill with first, second and third fingers of the right hand. Where 
this type of indication might be ambiguous, the full fingering is shown. 

Notations for strings: the different string timbres indicated – sul tasto, psp (poco sul ponticello) and msp (molto sul ponticello) should be as distinct from one another as possible. 

In general, all timbral differentiations should be emphasised. At the same time, while “modern” instruments are used, they should be approached in such a way that bears in mind 
the kinds of instruments that might originally have been used to play this music. In particular, vibrato shouldn't be used, articulation should be sensitive without sounding 
“classically” polished, and the different registers of each instrument should again be timbrally distinct rather than homogenised. (These are all features of my own compositions 
also!) While “classical” barlines, tempo indications and durations have been used for ease of conducting, the conducted metre shouldn't be emphasised; each “voice” should give the 
impression of rhythmical independence from the barlines and from the other “voices”, even when (as is very often the case) the voices of the original music are scattered across 
several instruments. 

Nothing has been added to or removed from the original material except that: 
in the first piece (Dufay), around two thirds of the notes in the opening section have been “erased”, and ornamentation has been added to the harp part in the final section; 
the second (Machaut) has been transposed up a major second, and its constituent voices are often transposed by octaves; 
the principal voice of the third (Binchois) is often not only distributed to different instruments but its constituent sounds often overlap one another, and all three parts are often 
doubled one or more octaves higher by string harmonics. 
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Guillaume de Machaut: Quant Theseus, Hercules et Jazon
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